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I. 以下を読み、設問に答えなさい。

In the developed countries, shopping has become a very popular leisure activity for 

people of all ages. Buying things is now a form of entertainment. All kinds of goods are 
（ ① ）displayed to catch our eye. But do we really need all the thi哩s we buy?

The basic human needs are food. shelter and clothing. But we no longer shop just for
necessities. We have become large-scale consumers. How has this happened？②Whv函our
desire to shoo become so stroilll that it forces us to buv thiillls we do not reallv need? Is it a 
result of our beliefs about convenience and social status? Is it our excessive wealth? Or is it 
just plain greed? 

Whatever it is, we don't seem to be able to stop shopping. Businesses around the world 
know this will never change. Our homes are already so full that we can hardly move around in 
them. There are two or three cars in every garage. We even rent extra storage space for all our 
left-over.. stuff". Just consider all the food we consume - and all we waste! And yet. we want 
more,more,more! 

Marketing is mainly responsible for our consumption habits. By using various media, 
advertising has succeeded in creating new markets for everyone, from small children to senior 
ci血ns. Whoever we are, whatever our interests, there are goods m叫e just for us. 
3 Mean 1e the c om of seasonal and holida • •V. hasbecome ustanothqfonn of 

consumerism. exoloited and oromoted bv clever marketin2 stratesrles. 
All this buying and spending has brought about tremendous economic growth in the 

developed countries. But it has also ( ④ ）great inequality. The poverty, hunger and 
disease of the developing nations are all a direct outgrowth of our love of shopping. 

Just think: ( ® )  ! In other words, the developing countries get little benefit 
from our high-income consmnerism. 

This consumerism has also created serious envirorunental and resource problems. The 
amount of waste we generate is incredible. We are using up our natural resources at a dangerous 
rate. Imagine what would happen if the developing countries were to pick up the same large­
scaJe consmnption habits! 

Are people naturally greedy? Or have we become that way because of our great 
prosperity? Has our passion for buying and spending made us selfish and less caring of others? 

It is easy to convince ourselves that we really need this or that item. Perhaps the opposite 
could be true, too. Ultimately, the way you shop reflects the kind of person you have become. 
(McM曲on,Richard. Presenting Different Opinions. Tokyo: Nan'un-do,2003,pp.46) 
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