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A Sociological Study on the Contexts and Factors of Regional disparities of
Social Care Placement between Local Governments: A Quantitative and Qualitative
Comparative Analysis
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This study examined the factors that affect the huge gap in the percentage
of foster care facilities in social care between local governments and the impacts of recent policy
changes that affect the gap. The study found that the geographical distribution of institutions and
foster homes as well as the small capacity of institutions were major push factors for foster care
placement among local governments whose rates of foster care placement were high even before the
policy change.

Variations were observed among local governments that have increased the percentage of foster care
facilities after the policy change; some governments have increased the number of kinship foster
care homes, while others have increased family homes. Furthermore, local governments that had higher

rates of foster care due to structural factors rather than initiatives taken faced difficulties in
establishing a support system for foster carers.
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