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This study gives historical accounts for representations of women’ s sexual

experiences in African American novels of the 1920-30s, an era also known as the Harlem Renaissance.

In the early twentieth century United States, the modern idea of normality became a standard for
people’ s understanding of the human body including its sexuality, though not entirely replacing
Victorian respectability. This study explores how such modernization influenced the representation
of black women’ s sexuality in the works of African American authors of this era, especially Wallace
Thurman, Zora Neale Hurston, and Nella Larsen. This study also suggests the impact the Harlem
Renaissance literature had on later authors, including the first African American Nobel laureate
Toni Morrison.



1920~30

(respectability)
Candice Jenkins

20
(normality)

(vulnerability)

a)
Havelock Ellis  Otto Weininger
Chrigtina Simons, Making Marriage
Modern: Women's Sexuality from the Progressive Era to World War II (New York: Oxford UP, 2009)
Lennard Davis  Enforcing Normalcy: Disability, Deafness, and the Body (New
York: Verso, 1995) Julian Carter  The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and Race in
America, 1880-1940 (Durham, Duke UP, 2007) normality
b)
Crisis, Opportunity, Messenger
Pittsburg Courier, New York Amsterdam News
1940 10
20
Ideal Marriage  Happinessin
Marriage Growing Up: How We Become Alive, Are Born and Grow
Margaret Sanger Birth Control Review
| sabel
Davenport Franklin Nichols
The Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture
0)
NellaLarsen, Zora Neale Hurston, W.E.B. Du Bois, Wallace Thurman
Toni Morrison ~ Audre Lorde
d)

— (1976 ; 1986 )
Michel Foucault
David Halperin ~ Saint Foucault: toward a Gay Hagiography (Cambridge: Harvard
UP, 1995) Lauren Berlant
Maria Juana Rodriguez



Elizabeth A. Wilson  Psychosomatic: Feminism and the Neurological Body (Duke University Press,
2004 ) Gut Feminism (Duke University Press, 2015 )

Elizabeth Grosz Becoming Undone: Darwinian
Reflections on Life, Palitics, and Art (Duke University Press, 2011 )

Bessel van der Kolk  The Body
Keepsthe Score

1920~30

16 “Her Self in the Making:
Female Promiscuity in Wallace Thurman’s The Blacker the Berry”

The Journal of the American Literature Society of Japan

ula Passing
17 18
ula
18 -
19

1
Chiaki Ishikawa “Her Self in the Making: Female Promiscuity in Wallace Thurman’s The Blacker the
Berry The Journal of American Literature Society of Japan pp.25-42 , 2017

1
- (

) 2018
1
2019 222

pp. 51-71



€y

@



