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WFZER RO EE (337) : Washing machines imported from the U.S. had a significant impact
on the development of household washing machines made in Japan. Taking that into account,
I conducted onsite investigations at museums in the U.S. that have retained machines from
the time, making and recording my observations. The results of my investigation
confirmed the importance of preserving washing machines themselves as historical
artifacts, and led me to start constructing a database listing washing machines and other
home appliances that are extant in Japan. Thus far, I have completed a question—
naire—based survey in Tokyo.
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