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The following English text discusses communities in the United States and child 

development. Read the text and answer the questions. 

Child development is powerfully shaped by social capital. A considerable body of 

research dating back at least fifty years has demonstrated that trust, networks, and 

norms of reciprocity within a child's family, school, peer group, and larger 

community have wide-ranging effects on the child's opportunities and choices and, 

hence, on his behavior and development. Although the presence of social capital 

has been linked to various • positive outcomes, particularly in education, most 

research has focused on the bad things that happen to kids who live and learn in 

areas where there is a deficit of social capital. The implication is clear: Social 

capital keeps bad things from happening to good kids. 

One indication of the strong connection between social capital and child 

development is the remarkable convergence between the state-by-state Social 

Capital Index that we have constructed and a popular measure of child well-being 

(the Kids Count indexes published annually by the Annie E. Casey Foundation). 
(Figure omitted) 

States that score high on the Social Capital Index—that is, states whose residents 

trust other people, join organizations, volunteer, vote, and socialize with friends—

are the same states where children flourish: where babies are born healthy and 

where teenagers tend not to become parents, drop out of school, get involved in 

violent crime, or die prematurely due to suicide or homicide. (Figure omitted) 

Statistically, the correlation between high social capital and [1]_ child 

development is as close to perfect as social scientists ever find in data analyses of 

this sort. States such as North Dakota, Vermont, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Iowa 

have healthy civic adults and healthy well-adjusted kids; other states, primarily 

those in the South, face immense challenges in both the adult and youth 

populations. 
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